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Care and Appreciation 
by Rev. Kim Wood, Conference Minister 


Did you know that October is Clergy Appreciation 
Month? While having a specific a month, as well as a 
noted Pastor Appreciation Day (2nd Sunday of 
October) to acknowledge and celebrate clergy is a 
recent designation (early 1990s), the idea that it is 
important to do so isn't. In Pauls first letter to the 
church in Thessalonica, chapter, verses 12-13, he 
writes: 


We ask you, sisters and brothers, to respect those who 
labor among you, who have charge over you in Christ as 
your teachers. Esteem them highly, with a special love 
because of their work. (NIB) 


And in 1 Timothy 5:17, it is written: 


Let the elders who rule well be considered worthy of double honor, especially 
those who labor in preaching and teaching. (NRSV) 


Being clergy has innumerable joys. But it also has immense challenges. 
Whether serving as a local church minister, a chaplain, a counselor or 
therapist, an educator, and administrator, or another ministry setting, part 
of serving God and the Church in a professional capacity can include 
holding up a heavy mantle. And, as for all of us, these last nineteen months 
of Covid-19 and its continued navigation has multiplied that weight. Clergy 
care for people - their congregation and patients and students. These 
Pandemic months have been fraught with barriers to pastoral care and 
connectivity, difficult and often controversial decisions required to provide 
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the best care possible for all involved, and the necessity of finding new (and 
often multi-faceted) ways to worship together, study together, be in 
community together from a distance and with safety and wellness as a 
priority. 


If you are one of our Southeast Conference Clergy - active, retired, in 
process, parish or specialized ministry, thank you for answering God's call 
to serve in set-apart ministry. And to those of you who have been and are 
serving and ministering during these times we are in, may God wrap you in 
an extra measure of strength and courage. 


For those of you who have worshiped, been pastored, counseled, taught, 
led, and cared for by our amazing Clergy in their many settings, | encourage 
you to heap “double honor” upon them. Let them know you appreciate 
them, find ways to provide care and respite for them, and offer your 
encouragement and support. Not just this month, but any time you are 
able. 


News from the Conference Office 


From the Generosity Coordinator 


Greetings ALL, just a friendly reminder that our Cycle 
2, 2021 Transforming Churches, Transforming Lives 
grant application deadline is October 25, 2021 
5:00pm (ET). 


Please visit our website for guidelines and if you have 
any questions, please feel free to reach out to me 
DIRECTLY. We are so grateful for your continued 
prayers and support. 


“You can't beat GOD giving, no matter how you try! 
The more you give, the more GOD gives to you, so 
please keep on giving, because it’s really true.” 


Blessings, as we continue to journey... TOGETHER, 
Min. Carrole Moss 


Clergy Zoom Connections for October 


e An Hour of Conversations and Prayer 
Tuesday, October 19, 26 - 11:00 a.m. Eastern (10:00 a.m. 
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Central); Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/479440102 

e Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 
Thursday, October 21 - 12:00 p.m. Eastern (11:00 Central) 
20 minutes of meditation with Celtic harp. Silent prayer and reflection 
following if desired, facilitated by Rev. Jean Norton. (For questions or 
to sign up for individual Therapeutic Harp Sessions, contact Jean at 
HeartSongjean@gmail.com.) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/96976838422 

e Especially for Specialized Ministers 
Tuesday, October 26, 2021 - 9:30 a.m. Eastern (8:30 a.m. Central) 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/354744689 


Re-Opening of Churches - Conversation for all Church 
Leaders 


e Monday, October 25 - 7 pm Eastern/6 pm Central 
Many churches are moving to in-person worship. This is an 
Opportunity to learn about each other's experiences, 
recommendations, etc. We invite all Moderators, Church Leaders, and 
Clergy to be part of the conversation. REGISTER 


Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2021. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 
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Week of October 17 


Methodist Congregational Federated; Demorest, Georgia 
Soo Man Chang 

Artis Johnson 

Troy Sanders 

J Houston Wheeler 

Cindy Bovee-Kemper 


Week of October 24 


First United Church UCC; Belvidere, Tennessee 
Sankofa UCC-Atlanta, Georgia 

Kwan Hae Chi 

Charmaine Penn Johnson 

Edward Schneider 

Ted Elsenheimer 


Rev. Robert (Bob) Rezash joined the communion of saints this morning, 
Friday, October 15. Bob had standing with SEC but lived in Ohio. Your 
conference staff will miss his regular correspondence and uplifting 
comments. Please keep his family in your thoughts and prayers. 


Churches in Transition 


First Congregational, Montgomery AL; First Congregational, Savannah GA; 
Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Rush Memorial, Atlanta GA; Holy Trinity 
Community Church, Nashville TN; First United Church, Belvidere TN; 
Pleasant Hill Community Church, Pleasant Hill TN 


News from the Wider Church 


Join the Movement Toward Racial Justice 


Join the Movement Toward Racial Justice is a two-year campaign of the 
United Church of Christ. The campaign, which was introduced at General 
Synod this past July, kicked off at the beginning of this month, October 
2021. The campaign is structured around collecting and curating stories of 
UCC people and local congregations in engaging and responding to issues 
of racial justice. As of mid-September, nearly 550 people had already 
registered for the campaign, and the number keeps growing. The hope is to 
involve youth and young adults to gage where the UCC is leaning and 
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possibly pointing on matters of how to repair racial justice to address social 
issues. Go to the link below to read stories and register to receive updates 
of new stories as they come in. Capital for the campaign is still being 
raised, and those interested in supporting Join the Movement financially 
may also do so through the link. https://jointhemovementucc.org/ 


News from our Local Congregations 


Installation of Rev. Scott Cox at Central Atlanta 


On October 10, 2021, Rev. Scott Cox was installed as the Senior Minister at 
Central Congregational UCC in Atlanta. Scott Cox began his ministry at 
Central on October 1, 2020. Prior to coming to Central, Scott was minister 
at Christian Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) congregations in Kentucky 
and Indiana. 


UCC Southern Region Women's Retreat 'zoomed' at 
Pleasant Hill Community Church 


by Mary Ruth 


On Saturday October 2 at Boyce Hall from 12 to 3, several participated ina 
zoom retreat with UCC women from the Southeast Region. This ‘first ever' 
type of virtual small group women's gathering at PHCC was put together by 
a Congregational Care Action Team including Sharon Borko, Clarice 
Mitchell, Margaret Mason and Mary Ruth. Participants also included Ann 
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Schoup, Margaret Weirich, Martha Lammers, Elaine Ahrendt, Sharon Wyatt 
and Carolyn Morris. The technology worked, safe distancing was practiced, 
participating together was a treat, and the group found the program 
challenging and interesting. 


The 2021 UCC Southern Region Women's ‘virtual’ Retreat theme was "God 
of Mystery-Spirit of Hope" and the program included a social welcoming 
time, warm greetings, an SRW overview, a workshop about Racism and 
White Privilege, and a preview of the 2022 activities and facilities for the 'in 
person' retreat to be held in Florida. 


The featured guest speaker was Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia Thompson, 
National United Church of Christ Associate General Minister of Wider 
Church Ministries & Co-Executive for Global Ministries who challenged 
everyone to think differently about our desire to 'return to normal’ and to 
consider the hungry people around the globe whose "normal" is poverty 
and disease and injustice . The event closed with worship and communion. 


Trainings and Conferences 


Training Programs for ONA And Not-Yet ONA 
Churches 


The Coalition’s popular series of webinars resumes on Tuesday, Oct. 26 
with “ONA 101,” repeated on Thursday, Nov. 4. Also in our line-up: “ONA 
and the Bible” (Tuesday, Nov. 2 or Thursday, Nov. 11), “1-to-1 Conversations 
about ONA” (Tuesday, Nov. 9) and a revamped webinar for existing ONA 
churches: “ONA NEXT” (Tuesday, Nov. 16). Do you know churches that want 
to become ONA, but are hesitating because of the fear they might lose 
members and money? Let them know about this series: churches that 
participate in our training programs learn how an ONA process can build 
consensus and revive energy for mission and ministry! Scroll down this 
page for links to all of our webinars. You can register for an individual 
webinar or purchase a discounted Season Pass for all sessions. Register 
Online at Frontline Faith. 
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ADVENT 


A SEASON OF PREPARATION 


FAITH-BASED ORGANIZING TRAINING FOR JUSTICE 


FORMAT WHEN 


4 ADVENT SUNDAY AFTERNOONS NOV. 29 
4 INTERACTIVE ORGANIZING TRAININGS DEC. 6 
4 THEOLOGICAL FRAMINGS OF DEC. 13 
RESISTANCE AS DISCIPLESHIP DEC. 20 
4PM - 6PM EDT 


TRAINERS MODERATOR 


od « 
pe. | f 
Am iis 


REV. REV. 
VAHISHA TRACY OSAGYEFO 
HASAN HOWE SEKOU WISPELWEY 


THEOLOGICAL FRAMERS REGISTRATION FEE 
REV. TRACI BLACKMON | REV. AUNDREIA ALEXANDER $25 PER PERSON -OR- $90 FOR ALL 4 SESSIONS 


REV. DR. LESLIE COPELAND TUNE | SANDY ~ol $199 Lise RATE 


Wi UNITED CHURCH AN OFFERING OF JUSTICE & LOCAL CHURCH 
Sf) 5 MINISTRIES OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 


‘ OF CHRI ie WITH THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES. 


Advent program on Faith-based Organizing 


The United Church of Christ and the National Council of Churches have 
joined forces to offer faith-based organizing training to the wider church 
and beyond. During this Advent season of viral pandemics, racial injustice, 
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economic uncertainty, physical isolation, and socio-political strife, how does 
one prepare for what is to come? Advent is the season Christians are called 
to prepare for the coming of Jesus in the world and, with Jesus, the in- 
breaking of justice. What distinguishes faith-based organizing from other 
trainings is our reason why. These trainings are built on a foundation of 
discipleship. 

Join us for a four-session series of faith-based organizing training for 
justice that explore four theological framings of resistance as discipleship. 
Trainers include Rev. Osagyefo Sekou, Rev. Tracy Howe, Rev. Vahisha 
Hasan, and Rev. Seth Wispelwey. The series is moderated by Rev. Dr. Velda 
Love. Learn more on the UCC website. 


Conference Calendar 


October 19 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


October 20 @ 10:00 am - 2:00 pm CDT 
Healthy Boundaries for Retired Ministers 


October 21 @ 12:00 pm - 12:30 pm EDT 
Live Harp Meditations for Ministers 


October 25 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EDT 
Re-Opening of Churches - Conversation for all Church Leaders 


October 26 @ 9:30 am - 11:00 am EDT 
Zoom Conversation for Specialized Ministers 


October 26 @ 11:00 am - 12:00 pm EDT 
Clergy Conversations via Zoom 


November 5 @ 1:45 pm - November 6 @ 12:15 pm EDT 
Healthy Boundaries 101: Fundamentals 


View the full calendar of events online: https://www.secucc.org/events/ 


Contact Us 


Conference Minister: Rev. Kim Wood; kwood@secucc.org 
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Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hfosb 


Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@secucc.org 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@sex 
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